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Is CEQA compliance required for 
other permits or authorizations?

Incorporate in CEQA document Caltrans’ 
recommended mitigation methods to minimize 

encroachment.

Complete CEQA compliance process with lead 
agency.

Submit permit application package to the appropriate 
Caltrans district office.  Include evidence of CEQA 

compliance and Reclamation Board permits, as 
needed.

No Caltrans encroachment 
permit required.

Consult early with Caltrans.

Does the proposed project include an area within, under, or over 
the right-of-way (ROW) of a State-owned roadway?

Can the project be redesigned to avoid construction within 
Caltrans jurisdiction?

District permit engineer sends application to other Caltrans units or 
external agencies for review as necessary, reviews the encroachment for 

CEQA compliance, and prepares a Permitting Engineering Evaluation 
Report if the project would have a permanent traffic impact or would affect 

the operation of a State highway.

Caltrans and applicant develop a highway 
improvement agreement or cooperative 

agreement in addition to an encroachment 
permit.

Caltrans determines that the project’s encroachment is 
compatible with the primary uses and safety of the State 

highway system and is in compliance with CEQA.

Caltrans issues encroachment permit.

Does the project involve work within the ROW
with a cost of more than $1 million?

Figure 21a
California Department of Transportation Encroachment Permit Process


